CHAPTER XXII.
An Imperial Department of Industries.
320. We have already explained that there will be certain industrial1
Degree of responsibility Pr(*lems of importance common to more
attaching to the Imperial than one part of India, which in each case
Government for the mdus- involve the employment of a comparatively
trial policy of the country. numerous Lody of tec]inical experts to investi_.
gate them, it may be on a commercial scale, and to propound promising^
solutions. These are sufficiently important and sufficiently correlated,,
both in themselves and in the public mind, to justify special treatment,,
and they involve ihterests which deserve separate representation in-
the Viceroy's Executive Council. They are more closely allied with
manufacturing industries than with the production of raw materials, and
we consequently see na reason for grouping them with Agriculture and
Forests,- which would thus remain, as now, associated with Irrigation,,
the administration of Land Eevenue Law, the collection of Land Revenue
and the control of the Veterinary Service.
It is thus a most important duty of the Government of India to
provide the machinery required to ensure the uniform development that
alone will make the country self-contained, both economically and for
purposes of defence. Prom this point of view, India's most prominent
present deficiencies are the absence of provision for the smelting of metals
and consequent production of alloys, the manufacture of chemicals and
the utilisation of the by-products of destructive distillation of coal and
wood, the manufacture of rubber, now exported in a raw state, the^
preparation of foodstuffs for transport, the production of the better
qualities of leather and the utilisation of the natural wealth of the
forests for the recovery of drugs, essential oils and dyes. In addition-
to the production of these essential materials, the organisation on a large
scale is also necessary of manufacturing operations for the production of
articles, many of which will probably not be undertaken in the near future
without some fprm of Government guarantee or support. This applies
especially to the manufacture of electrical machinery and certain special
forms of mechanical plant, such as internal combustion engines, machine
tools and heavy steel forgings. In most of these enterprises it is obvious
that only Government can be expected to give an effectual lead.
Similarly, propositions for the development of hydro-electric power
involve concessions either for development or distribution independently
of provincial boundaries and beyond the functions of Local Governments
to regulate. We consider that our administrative proposals will meet
these requirements without trespassing on the rights and functions of
provincial Governments in connection with their own local problems^
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